
Minutes of the Meeting of the Muslim Liaison Group

October 11, 2016

Members Present: Barbara Harding, Susan and Bill Kirby, Rod Paolini, Judy Penniman, Jerry Poje, Furman

Riley, Dick Shields, and Ann Wood.  Rob Creekmore  also attended the meeting.

Reston Community Center Program

Rod reminded us that the show “Beyond Sacred:  Voices of Muslim Identity” will be performed at the

RCC on Nov. 2, 8:00 p.m.

Panelist for GADG on January 4, 2017

There was a discussion of candidates for participation in a panel to talk about experiences of Muslims in

America.  Susan will contact Randy Adams with some suggestions.

Turkish Refugees in the US

Rod, Susan, and Judy shared their recent experiences meeting with people who have recently fled

Turkey following the government’s crackdown on anyone suspected of connection with the Gulen

movement.

Social Justice Council Summit

Rod reported on the events at the meeting and reviewed the new form that must be filled out by groups

requesting money from the SJC.  He also circulated a handbook on social justice activities published by

the UUA.

MLK Day of Service

Jerry, Rod and Furman agreed to check with their contacts at the Islamic Center, ADAMS, and Dar al-

Hijra to see whether any of those organizations is planning an activity in which we might participate.  We

will also try to find out whether the SJC is planning any activities in which we might invite our Muslim

friends to participate.

Ann suggested that we look into doing the coat drive again this year.  UUCF youth might want to

participate in that as well.

Sunday lunch group

Jerry reported that the group is already quite large and cannot accept any more participants.  Susan

suggested the possibility of forming a different lunch group based on our friends in the Turkish

community.

Rumi Forum Program

The Rumi Forum will hold a program in the UUCF Social Hall on Oct. 26 from 6:30 to 8 on Democracy and

Religion.  MLG will co-sponsor the program.

Rod
Sticky Note
3.	Plight of Turkish friends in the United States due to firing of educator and military personnel by President Erdoğan.On Saturday, October 8, 2016, my wife, Kathy, and I had dinner at the home of Kuzzat and Raliha Altay (pronounced Al tai).  They are host to family from Istanbul, Turkey: husband, wife and child.  His name is Hussein.  He was a technician-engineer for Turkish Airlines.  I am not absolutely certain, but I think that he is related to someone who is a ‘member’ of Hizmet. [In fact, there is really no membership per se for Hizmet.] He was fired from his job and his bank account frozen.  The authorities attempted to take his passport but he said they were lost.  In fact, he and his wife had their passports, and used them to depart Turkey.Through the Rumi Forum [which is a Hizmet affiliated organization of Hizmet], they were housed with the family of Zuzzat and Ralhia.  Hussein is able to speak some English, but when the subject becomes complicated, he has to revert to Turkish.The story of Kuzzat is more interesting.  He is a Uyghur!  He thought seriously of becoming a terrorist against the Han Chinese.  Instead, he emigrated and lived in Istanbul, Turkey.  When the political winds changed, he immigrated to the United States.  His values, as he states them, reflect those of a UU.  He has started his own business.  He loves this country.


